Why consider a Zero Waste Event?
Washtenaw County serves as host to hundreds
of community events per year, some with as
few as 50 guests, others drawing in tens of
thousands. “Each guest produces about two
and a half pounds of waste per day; that adds up
to a lot of waste! More often than not, only trash
disposal options are available to guests, which
means ALL that waste is sent to the landfill.
On average, Zero Waste Washtenaw event
partners divert 92% of all waste from the landfill!

Zero Waste Events INSIDE City of Ann Arbor

(734) 662-6288

What is a Zero Waste Event?
An event where the leadership is committed
to minimizing or completely eliminating all
waste sent to landfill. This is achieved by
working directly with event partners & vendors
to reduce event waste in the first place, and by
providing guests access to recycling and compost
disposal options. When an event diverts 100%
of its waste from entering the landfill to instead
be used as resources, it has achieved the zero
waste goal.

How does participation in a Zero
Waste Event benefit my community?

Recycle Ann Arbor
2420 S. Industrial Hwy
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
recycleannarbor.org

Zero Waste Events OUTSIDE City of Ann Arbor

(734) 222-6821

• H e l ps e ve nts , col l a bor a ti ng or ga ni z a ti ons a nd
communities to achieve their sustainability
goals & strengthen community environmental
leadership
• E nga ge s e ve nt- goe r s of a l l a ge s through
hands-on education and outreach
• P r ov i de s a c l e a ne r, more s a ni ta r y a nd i nv i ti ng
event atmosphere for guests
• P r ov i d e s f o r m o r e e c i e n t u s e o f n a t u r a l
resources and saves landfill space

Washtenaw County

ce of the Water Resources Commissioner
705 Zeeb Rd.
P.O. Box 8645
Ann Arbor, MI 48107-8645
recycle.ewashtenaw.org

Your How-to

• C a n r e d u ce t h e p r e s e n ce o f t ox i c & h a z a r d o u s
materials
• H e l ps to a c hi e v e s ta te - w i de goa l s to i mprove
overall recycling & food waste diversion rates

Zero Waste Washtenaw is supported in part by the
Michigan Dept. of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Community Pollution Prevention Grant Program

Zero Waste Guide

Enjoy your day,

Don’t “waste” it
away!

Thank you for attending
a Zero Waste event.

How Can You Help?

Did you know that “waste” is a common
and often times messy consequence at
public events? In fact, studies show that
an average of 2.5 pounds of garbage is
created per guest each day at events; that
can add up to a lot of trash! The organizers
of this event are committed to reducing the
impact of garbage generated by working
with Zero Waste Washtenaw. Below, you’ll
find the “zero waste hierarchy” used to
achieve the goal of zero waste.

Reduce
Reuse

Minimize the amount
of waste produced

Use materials
more than once

Recycle &
Compost

At this event, you can do your part by placing
your event waste in the correct waste vessel,
using the Zero Waste Hierarchy. Look for
Zero Waste Stations and use the educational
signage to properly sort your COMPOST and
RECYCLING waste; any remaining materials
you have will be placed into the LANDFILL
bucket. Ask zero waste staff if you have any
questions.

Interested in volunteering?

Zero Waste Washtenaw partners with dozens
of events throughout Ann Arbor & Washtenaw
County and we love to engage the community
through our awesome zero waste volunteer
base. Your commitment is minimal, but your
effect is enormous. Contact us for more
details on how to get started!

Most
Preferred

Turn used materials
into new products

Zero
Recovery
Waste
Landfill
Hierarchy
Energy from waste

Least
Preferred

Zero Waste Hierarchy

Please Reuse this brochure, or Recycle!

Prioritizing on the 3-Rs: “Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle,” Zero Waste Washtenaw consults
with event organizers and vendors in
Washtenaw County to minimize the
waste through reducing unnecessary waste,
promoting procurement of reusable products
and by offering recycle and compost disposal
options to event guests.

It’s easier than ever to make your event
experience a Zero Waste Experience!
Learn about the Zero Waste Washtenaw
program and current zero waste partners

www.ZeroWasteWashtenaw.com

