October 13, 2021

To: Washtenaw County Election Commission
Chair - Darlene O'Brien, Judge of the Probate Court
Secretary - Lawrence Kestenbaum, County Clerk/Register
Member - Catherine McClary, County Treasurer

Dear Election Commissioners,
I understand that on October 4, 2021 Scio resident David Read filed a petition to recall me from the
office of Trustee and that a hearing will be held via Zoom on October 15 at 1:30 EST. I will be out of
State at that time and will plan to attend remotely to address the petition
I further understand that the purpose of the hearing is to determine if any reason in the petition language
lacks sufficient clarity or is non-factual in which case the entire petition language is deemed invalid.
I do not believe that threshold has been met and will describe the factual inaccuracies below. Please
consider this letter my challenge to the petition language filed.
Claim #1: Did not take the time to educate herself on the Open Meetings Act (OMA) or general
knowledge of Township process and procedures before taking office and ignores advice from her more
experienced and knowledgeable peers.
This is not a factual claim. The petitioner is speculating on the amount of time I took to educate myself
specifically on OMA and in general to prepare myself for the office I was elected to and further
speculates on whether or not advice was taken.
I have in fact attended many of the session (or view their recordings) of the Scio Governance Academy
which was a series of online presentations to prepare the new board for office. I have researched OMA
to fully understand this important obligation.
I have served on various Scio Township boards and commissions since 2009 and have engaged with
the Board as a whole and separately with knowledgeable board members numerous times over that
period, I am familiar with Board practices. I have routinely reached out to past Board members for advice
and counsel on numerous board practices as well as for background and historic perspective on specific
issues.
I will acknowledge that serving as an elected official on a board subject to OMA is a new experience for
me. I 27 years of professional management experience in the private sector it is my instinct to engage
and collaborate broadly with the inclusion of all impacted stakeholders. Now being with a public body I
have had to reorient that instinct to act in accordance with the OMA.
Regarding the charge of ignoring advice from more experience peers, I challenge this directly. Early in
2021 and throughout the year, I have been in contact with a number of past and current board members
for advice and counsel on how best to navigate different situations. In one set of calls initiated by a
former Trustee, I received much appreciated coaching on demeanor in board meetings. All of this input
has been very helpful as I have worked to calibrate my style of engagement at the board.
The charge of “did not take the time” and “ignores advice” is not fact based. It is speculative, vague and

contrary to the facts. It is my understanding that if any one of the five claims is determined to be either
vague or nonfactual, then the petition language is deemed invalid. Claim #1 is both vague and contrary
to the facts.

Claim #2. Glaringly oblivious to the requirements of the OMA and continues to violate them.
I believe I have addressed this issue in #1 above.
For information to the Commissioners, I am aware of a FOIA request received by the township on
September 16, 2021 (attached) asking, in effect, for every email sent from or to five named Board
members from November 2020 to September 2021 with a full waiver of fees associated with this
request. Supervisor Hathaway, Trustees Vogel and Jerome are included in this FOIA.
This claim in the petition does not assert any specific information with dates and subject matter to back
up this assertion. The charge of “glaringly oblivious to OMA” is subjective, vague and contrary to the
facts and further contributes to the petition language being deemed invalid

Claim #3: As the Township Board representative to the Transportation Alternatives Planning (TAP)
committee, she instructed committee members attending remotely that it was not necessary to identify
their current locations.
During Spring/Summer 2021 TAP and I believe other boards and commissions were getting a series of
emails from the Township Clerk regarding protocols for agendas and meetings, minutes and posting
requirements, new email requirements and then later information on the use of hybrid meeting formats
and associated training. This all represented a significant level of change to previous TAP meetings.
None of this was communicated or coordinated with me as the Board representative to TAP. These are
volunteer committees being held to the same level of rigor as the Board of Trustees and I saw the stress
this was causing numerous TAP committee members.
It is in that context at one of the first zoom meetings when I saw the Secretary working hard to capture
all the locations of those on Zoom that I said something like “maybe we don’t need all the locations”.
What I said was not an instruction or directive but rather a comment to ease the stress of the moment.
This was a new and unprecedented time at TAP, and many other committees, while all committee
members were learning to operate on Zoom and under OMA.
There is no such instruction in TAP minutes. See related TAP email attached.
Claim :4: Instructed TAP secretary to discard comments made via Zoom “chat” and residents’ emails
from TAP minutes.
These was the first or second Zoom based TAP meeting and the process of sorting out how to run
Zoom, bring participants in, manage in person attendance and remote attendance, move through a
highly structure agenda and decide what to include in meeting minutes were all new to the committee. It
was step learning curve for all committee members.
The chat function was operational in these early Zoom meetings and comments had been added in the
chat. I believe this is the meeting where the microphone was left on after the meeting was over. There
was a conversation about the Zoom experience one aspect of which was the chat function. I believe I
expressed a view that it was not necessary to include the chat content in the minutes. Other views were
also expressed. What I said was not an instruction or directive but rather one of many views being aired

as TAP was going through the ongoing process to decide how to handle TAP meetings on Zoom under
OMA. There is no such instruction reflected in TAP minutes.

Claim #5: Regularly insults fellow Board members and is rude to Township citizens
This is quite vague and subjective rather than fact based. It lacks sufficient clarity to allow it to stand.
I will offer that I did have a former board member contact me and offer some advice on body language
during Zoom meetings. This person advised me to watch my facial expressions as some people felt I
was projecting the wrong image at times. I have been attentive to that.
I will further offer that in a 27-year career at Ford Motor Company in various management positions here
and in Europe and in 12+ years in various leadership roles as a community volunteer I cannot not recall
a period that I was characterized as rude.
This claim lacks sufficient clarity.

Scio Township
Transportation Alternatives Planning Committee
August 11, 2021 Meeting Minutes

ATTENDANCE
In attendance: Chris Cheng, Suzann Flowers, Norm Roller, Patrick Shields, Roy Townsend,
Jane Vogel
Ex Officio:
Absent: Marjorie Knepp
Guests: Chris Nordstrom

WELCOME PUBLIC
Roy welcomed committee members and members of the public to the hybrid meeting at 4:04
pm.
Roy reported that the meeting will be recorded and so minutes will not be taken on public
comments. The Chat function on Zoom cannot be made available because all members of the
public do not have access to it.
Three members of the public spoke about their concerns with the Upper Honey Creek pathway
concept.
There was a lot of concern about Google having a public map of a trail in Upper Honey Creek
that has resulted in people trespassing. Chris Nordstrom was able to find a trail on google map.
This doesn’t correlate with any segments on the TAP concept map, but we need to find out how
Google found this He will try to work with Google to find out how Google captured this map.
Roy thanked Chris for this research.

ADOPT AGENDA AND MINUTES
Suzann moved that the agenda be approved and was seconded by Chris C.
Norm moved that the minutes be approved. Suzann seconded. They were approved
unanimously.

TAP BUSINESS
Jane reported that she met with Steve Kern regarding the open position on TAP. He is an
impressive fit for this position and will be great asset.

Jane moved that Steve Kern be nominated to join the Transportation Alternatives Planning
Committee. The motion was seconded by Patrick. The motion was approved unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Scio Township Sustainability Task Force
Jane introduced Michelle Black and Katie Portz, second year graduate students at the
University of Michigan School of Environment and Sustainability. They did research for the
newly established Environmental Sustainability Task Force, which reports to the Planning
Commission. The Task Force held its first meeting today. The final report will be presented in
the spring of 2022.
The goal of the Task Force is to help the Township become more sustainable. Michelle and
Katie summarized Scio’s history of sustainability, highlighting the activities of the Land
Preservation Committee, the Parks and Preserves Committee and the Transportation
Alternatives Planning Committee.
The key sustainability aspects of the Master Plan, include land use and preservation, improved
transportation, buildings and energy, promoting local agriculture and diversity of housing
options.
The Sustainability Task Force report will help in formulating future township goals.
Going forward, they will meet with the key stakeholders, including TAP, community members
will support the efforts, provide insights, identify opportunities and be engaged in the process.
Jane said that the Township may apply to SEAS for graduate student projects next year for
another project given the success of Michelle and Katie.

QUADRANT UPDATES
Discussion about Honey Creek pathway concept
Using a county map, Roy showed that this area is largely wetland. It would be major challenge
and very expensive to build boardwalks and maintain them. For these reasons, Washtenaw
County tries to avoid building boardwalks. Moreover, the Township’s financial resources are
limited.
He recommended the upper segment of the Honey Creek pathway be deleted from the concept
map and leave the lower Honey Creek pathway on the conceptual map in Master Plan because
it helps us work with developers, if opportunities arise.
Chris N. said the upper portion should be excluded. In the lower Honey Creek area, it would be
a good idea to keep this because it puts the Township a better position to negotiate with
developers.
Jane stated that there are three drivers for deleting the concept from the map -the impact on
private property, protecting a sensitive environment and the emerging sustainability priority in
the township

Jane also recognized the need to look for corridors that connect that part of the Township to the
B2B.
Chris N. proposed that Doug and Chris N. meet with TAP to make this a living document that is
based on community involvement. The new map could include the following information:





built paths,
thoroughly vetted pathways that will be built,
those where research has been conducted, and
those that are conceptual

We need to have a community conversation.
Suzann suggested that we develop a narrative in the Master Plan that states we are trying to
find ways to connect neighborhoods with other areas in the Township. What are our major
corridors to create a connected community so that residents can get around?
Chris C. noted that some of these issues were brought up at the Planning Committee’s most
recent meeting. We should take the Honey Creek portion off the map, but we need to find a
way to connect the Northeast quadrant to the rest of the Township and B2B. Connectivity there
needs to be part of our vision.
Norm stated that Honey Creek is an important community asset. We could capture the current
pedestrian-flow-patterns that may tell us how people already moving through it use. These
could guide us as we develop maps.
Suzann suggested that we look at sidewalks and better wayfinding to help visitors navigate the
area and not trespass.
Suzann assed that we can use existing Strava data to determine how regular users pass
through that part of the community.
Roy added we’re planning for 20 to 30 years out. We are looking to create connections. This
data will help us to develop initial concepts that will be fleshed out in the coming years.
Jane apologized to the community for the discomfort the conceptual map has caused and
thanked them for bringing for all the input. Now that we are moving out of the pandemic times,
we need to engage the public in prioritizing future projects.
Suzann moved that we remove the current Honey Creek Pathway concept from the current map
and develop a narrative addition to the Master Plan stating we want to provide connections
throughout the community using non-motorized options. Chris C. seconded.
The motion was approved unanimously.

Southeast Quadrant – Parkland Plaza
The Township sent a letter about the construction plans to the business owners on Parkland
Plaza. Construction will start next month. A video with an overview of the construction plan is
now posted on the township website.

Zeeb Road
Jane reported that we are making good progress.
Jane reported that a resident sent her an email expressing concern about how fast cars move
along Zeeb and asked how we can calm this traffic. Roy stated that traffic calming techniques
are limited on primary roads.
Suzann pointed out that roundabouts are an effective way to accomplish this. Road markings
are also very effective in getting drivers attention and slowing them down.
SE Quadrant – Scio View
No changes.
After Parkland Plaza and Zeeb
Jane stated that these two projects are well underway. We have been working on these for
many years. We need to find ways to engage the public in defining our top priorities for the
future.
Three potential ‘next up’ segments to focus on / prioritize include.




the pathway route from Parkland Plaza to the Liberty/Wagner intersection
the area is the southeast quadrant along Scio Ridge
the northwest quadrant, we need to be open to further development of the concept map
along Baker because this will be a growth area in the future. We need to have
something on the map so we can negotiate with developers. This is an iterative process.

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION
Roy stated that we are making Alternative Transportation a standing agenda item so we focus
on it regularly.
We will invite the President of AAATA to attend an upcoming meeting.

FUNDING
Five-year plan for the Parks and Pathways Millage:
Chris N. is working with the Iron Belle staff to evaluate our list of potential private funders for
pathways in our area.

NEW BUSINESS
There was none.

OLD BUSINESS

Scio Township Master Plan and TAP
Chris N. reminded members that the Master Plan is a living document. As opportunities arise,
these can be added to the Master Plan.
Each committee member is encouraged to submit their ideas and concerns about the Master
Plan.
The plan will be revised and another round of comments will be solicited.
Pathways will also be a key element of the township recreation plans (PROS plan) as it is
updated over the next year.
.
Public Engagement
This will be the primary focus for the next month’s meeting.

Update Report
Patrick reported that we completed all of the tasks from last month’s meeting.

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS
Norm reported that we had a very successful outing at West Scio. Parks and Recreation
Advisory Committee’s UM School of Ecology and Sustainability interns will make their
presentation will be held on September 7 at 5:30. Residents are encouraged to attend.
A hike in Scio Preserve will be held on September 11 at 10:00 a.m. It will start at the Liberty
Pond Nature Area.

WRAPPING UP (Recap next steps/assignments)
TAP Secretary will send the Supervisor a note addressing the following topics:


TAP unanimously recommends that Steve Kern be appointed to the Transportation
Alternatives Committee.



TAP unanimously approved a motion to remove the current Honey Creek Pathway
concept from the current pathway concept map. There is a need to develop a narrative
for the Master Plan stating the desire to enhance connections throughout the community
using non-motorized options.



In the discussion about Honey Creek, we became aware of a non-existent trail on
Google maps that has resulted in people trespassing on resident’s yards. TAP
encourages the Township to see what is possible to have this removed from Google

maps
Suzann will provide Strava data from the Honey Creek to help us understand the bike routes
used to navigate through the area.
Public engagement will be the primary focus of the September meeting.
Roy will invite the President of the AAATA to attend a meeting this fall.

ADJOURNMENT
The next meeting is scheduled for September 8, 2021 from 4:00 to 5:30. It will be a hybrid
meeting.
Roy adjourned the meeting at 5:39

